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Sound Accumulation in the Basri Poem,

Collaboration of Rhythm and Meaning

As-Sayyab as an Example
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ABSTRACT

There is no doubt that the sound plays a vital role in
constituting the music of any word and formulating the
structures of literary expressions. This is achieved through
the tone embodied in words and also the suggestion
aroused due to their harmonious connection that leads
to certain words or expressions. The 'sound' is, however,
meaningless by itself; its expressive value is linked to its
qualities. It becomes clear therefore that studying any
literary work cannot be complete unless the signification
of sounds and their suggestive impact on both the creative
writer and the recipient are given due attention. As the
sound is the essence of poetry, readers cannot understand
poetry well unless we could trace the influence of sounds
on the tone and rhythmic signification of the poem.

As-Sayyab's poetry gives the evidence that he is

AYNA J5NI O alS - N E8) L3N ) @,@mumum‘@‘mmm>




vanguard in the engineering of the sound. He opted for

specific sounds that impart a certain semantic feature
based on sound accumulations that come over during the
creative process.

The present paper deals with As-Sayyb's ability to
employ sound accumulations to bolster the signification
of the poetic text through performing a high degree of
rhythm that discloses fear and leads to an utmost degree

of stress on both levels: acoustic and psychological.
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