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ABSTRACT

This dualism is one of the preoccupations of post-
modernism. Such tendency tends to break what is familiar
and central, dismantle frontiers and destroy fences. Such a
duality combines two things with opposite and discordant
relationships, similar to the eternal conflict between the
self and the other. However, the center and margin duality
turned to be one of the most controversial matters. It has
infiltrated into various domains: political, social, literary
and so on.

The present research paper contains an introduction on
the conceptofthe centerand the marginanditsimportance
in the modern literary criticism studies. The First Part is
on the pattern of authority (the center) and people (the
margin), or the authority and the people, together with

the interattraction between the center and the margin. In
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As-Sayyab's poetry, this has been portrayed as a conflict
between two basic elements. As-Sayyab's margin, it is
noticed, is varied and multiple due to the diversity of ideas
and visions. The Second Part tackles the spatial pattern
between the center and the margin: (a) The central place
and city/village controversy; (b) the marginalization of
the center (the homeland and its applications). The Third
Section includes the Man/the Center -- the Woman/the
Margin. Man - Woman duality is an important matter in
As-Sayyab's poetry. Living in a male-oriented community
that marginalizes woman, he felt that the woman turned,
for long, to a mere commodity that is bought and sold.
In some of his poetry, one can feel this: her stark sensual
body features only! The woman (a prostitute), so named by
As-Sayyab, has become outcast and unacceptable to the
other (the Center). She has thus become a mere tool or a
means controlled by the Center that tends to implement

its goals through her.
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