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Abstract

AlMdaina township has witnessed important changes in the
administrative, economic, and political aspects. The introduc-
tion of the present research paper tackles the history of AIMdaina
since the Ottoman occupation of Basra in 1546 up to the arrival
of Midhat Pasha as a Wali (ruler) of Irag in 1869. The first section
deals with the administrative conditions in this township from
1869 up to 1891 how it broke away from Al-Mintifig Sheikhdom
and connected to Basra province. The second section is about
land registration and the problems linked to it. The third section
covers the conditions in AIMdaina at late Ottoman rule for the pe-
riod 1895 up to 1914. The role played by AIMdaina tribes and bani
Asad in confronting the Ottomans is stressed. The fourth section
highlights the attitude of AIMdaina tribes towards Aljihad (holy
war) against the British occupation (1914-1917), which led to
their effective participation in Kut Al-Zain battle. The last section
is about AIMdaina under the British occupation (1917-1920) and
how the British policies led to the tribes complaints: the farmers
were in constant turmoil at a time the British authority adopted

the ill-famed "divide and rule" strategy.
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