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Abstract

Industries are considered to be one of the important
economic sectors. The importance of handicraft industries
stems from the process of changing the social, economic,
and cultural patterns of any society through changes in
the structure of the labor force and professions. Industries
reduce the economic disparity of various administrative
units by improving the living standard of the population.
The present paper studies the handicraft industries of both
Qurna and Mdaina provinces from different aspects. It
starts with the historical development of small industries
at the beginning of Irag's independence in 1921. The
second part tackles factors of industrial settling showing
the influence of each factor on the development of small
industries in the two provinces. The third section is about

the industrial operations of the handicraft industries in
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these two provinces. The fourth section deals with the
geographical distribution of the handicraft industries
there. The sixth section deals with the most outstanding
problems that face handicraft industries including raw
materials and marketing where these industries are subject
to the competition of foreign products, in addition to the
labor force that lack sufficient technical competence. The
two provinces finally suffer from weakness of infrastructure

projects, which leaves a negative effect on these industries.
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