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ABSTRACT

For researchers interested in the history of Basra,
Thevenot'stripto Basrais looked atas one ofimportant trips
in mid Nineteenth Century. One main reason is that this
trip provided unique information not found in the writings
of contemporary travelers. His trip to Basra continued for
28 days from entering Shat Al- Arab throug Arabic Guilf.

Thevenot's trip covered various details related to Basra.
In the geographic aspect, it described the Shat Al-Arab, its
islands, its economic importance, names and areas of these
islands, and the areas located on its two banks. He stressed
that the location of Basra can possibly make it one of the
beautiful and richest cities in the world. On the agricultural
aspect, Basra can be an important city for exporting dates
worldwide.

Besides, Basra has been regarded as an important

commercial center as Shat Al-Arab is capable of receiving
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ships of various sizes and nationalities. He also hinted at
European competition in the Arab Gulf and Basra showing
thatthereisalocal production of certain types of small ships.
Politically, Thevenot's trip has coincided with a boisterous
stage as a result of the Ottoman's will to terminate the rule
of the Afrasiab Emirate by sending troops during the rule
of the Wali of Basra Hussain Pasha. The information on this
particular event has been important in certain aspects.
Nevertheless, he committed some mistakes due to some
of the unreliable sources he has used. Specifically, his
information on the revenues of the Wali has been especially
important, as other foreign travelers did not cover it.

On the religious level, he appeared to be fanatical and
not objective, especially with regard to the Sabeans sect
that he described in a biased and severe manner dabbing
them as infidels and very stupid who have practiced rituals
with bizarre secrets. He also described Basra Hajj Road
with details covering the rest places until Muslim pilgrims
arrived at Mecca. Once again he committed some mistakes
in his description of this road and the rites of the Hajj.

Key Words: Travelers, Basrah, Tevenot
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