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Abstract

Since its shocking incidence, the martyrdom of Imam Hussein
(pbuh) has been the main theme of Muslim poets, especially the Shiite
ones. But the one who has a special status in this regard is the Iraqi
poet, Sayyid Haider Al-Hilli (died 1304 H) who is always mentioned
for his Hawliyyat (lit. yearly poems) which were entirely dedicated to
lamenting Imam Hussein (pbuh). It is because of their superb quality
that this paper studies those poems to highlight their objective and
poetic features through examining their texture in an attempt to
discover the secret of their dominance over all other poems carrying

the same theme.

The first part of this paper introduces the life and the literary era
of this poet and defines lamentation as a term and literary concept.
The second part scrutinizes the poetics of Hawliyyat for which much
attention has been given to it by many modern schools of literary
criticism.

The paper tries to shed light on these poems through two poetic
features; namely, intertextuality and irony concluding that the
exceptional status of Sayyid Haider Al-Hilli's poems stems from the
fact that he had utilized all his poetic talents and heartfelt feelings in

them, the matter which gave them eternal life.
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