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Abstract

Southern Iraq has been an area of cultural importance
since time immemorial. A number of Prophets and
Messengers of God lived in the area. That area had cultural,
intellectual and doctrinal effects on the world due to
its strategic importance. The inscriptions discovered
are tangible evidence of the deep-rootedness of this
area. As a result, cities were established, laws enacted,
writing invented, and industry, agriculture and commerce
flourished. The area was granted special holiness as is clear
in Adam's Tree in Qurna. Furthermore, some commercial
cities were established that took an international status
such as Karkhas or Karkha, known locally nowadays as
Khiaber, located in Nashwa. Merchants from China, India,
East Africa, Tadmur in Sham, etc, used to head for the city.

Another example is the coins of various origins excavated
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there. Khiaber also constituted a kingdom that lasted
for about 5 centuries. But the international competition
between Rome and Persia turned the area into a battlefield
between the two sides. This kingdom fell into the hands of
the Persians in 225 A.D. Persia occupied it until the Islamic

Conquest in the 14th of Hijra.
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