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ABSTRACT

This study is about Faisal Hmood and his Al - Ahliyya
(private) bookshop, an important landmark in Basra. This
bookshop has played a pioneering and tangibly cultural
role in Basra. The study is divided into three sections:
the First is about Faisal Hmood'’s biography and cultural
activity that led to the setting up of Al-Ahliyya Bookshop
in 1928, identifying its location and gradual development
until it established itself as an outstanding cultural pillar in
Basra. Besides, the cultural, social and political activities of
the bookshop are highlighted. It is to be noted that Faisal
Hmood’s bookshop has always been a center of attraction
for Basra intellectuals and educated people.

The Second Section tackles Faisal Hmood's political
activity and social role in Basra community since his joining

Al-Muhallab Club (1938) and membership of Al-Istiglal
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(independence) Party, Basra Branch, in 1948.

The Third Section focuses on Hmood’s distinguished role
in the Municipal Council of Basra (1948 - 1957). The study
comes to the conclusion that Faisal Hmood’s influence in
Basra has been quite noticeable. His bookshop, however,
has been one of the pioneering bookshops in Basra to sell
books and stationary, and turned later on to a rich cultural
forum for researchers and recipients from various social

classes.

Key Words:( private library, Faisal Hmood, Basra).
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