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Abstract

It is important to study religious, ideological and
political personalities for that diminishes ambiguity in
some historical studies on one side and because of the
role those personalities play in making events on the other
side. Many such personalities appeared in recent and
contemporary history. The importance of studying the role
of said Mohammad Mahdi Al-Sewaich in the social affairsin
Basrah stems from his theses that were characterized by
frankness without fear or partiality to any side whether
during the Royal or the Republican eras. He con sidered the
public interest as prior to his personal one. He eas also a
well — known or ater not only in Iraq but also in the Islamic
world.

He was intelle ctually active in a way that distinguished
him from his counter parts in his diversified intellectual

production in the different mentalistic and religious a
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spects which he employed to cure backwardness in society.

He played a great role in founding the Iragi Association
of writers and Authorsin Basrah (1961 - 1972)that gathered
many figures of knowledge, arts and poetry. He took part
in opening many Islamic libraries in Al-Jumhuria area in
Basrah by direction of the Supreme Referent Sayid Muhsin
Al-Hakeem to confront communism at that time.

The research id made of an introduction, two sections
and a conclusion. Section one discusses Sayid Al-Sewaich'’s
Kinship, family, Scientific statue, upbringing, works,
teachers, students, degrees from scholars in the religious a
cademy (Hawza), writings and death. Section two discusses
his social role in Basrah in founding Iragi Association
of writers and Authors, holding gallaries and caring for
women along with his religious and artistic discourse in

Basrah.
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