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Abstract

The writings of foreign travelers help to highlight
important aspects of cities from political, economic,
and social perspectives. This has helped readers to be
acquainted with the history of cities in general. These
writings are of special importance to study the history
of Iraq during the Ottoman Period. Also, these writings
provide a rich material that covers various aspects of the
modern history of Iraq. In this respect, the trip made by
traveler Della Valle and his observations of many cities and
places helped to draw a clear picture of the political, social,
and economic aspects of these cities including Basra. He,
for example, described the Persian siege of Basra by Shah
Abbas the First who tried to occupy it. He touched on
the power of the Safavid army, the attitude of the ruling

authority and people towards it, let alone the support of
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the Portuguese whom Ali Pasha Afrasiab asked for help to

secure the marine frontiers of the city.
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