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Abstract

Basra is considered to be one of the important Islamic
cities since the beginning of its establishment. The people
of the city were well-known for their commercial activities
especially after the Islamic Conquest and the spread of
Islam to the neighboring regions. The city has become
a headquarters for the Islamic armies heading towards
Persia. In time, the economic life flourished in Basra to
meet the requirements of newcomers and settlers' needs.
It has thus become important to have some professions
and handicrafts that were directly related to people's
lives such as those of grocers, water carriers, butchers,
blacksmiths, a profession that thrived due to Islamic
conquests where high demand for swords, spears, iron
shields ,etc., increased considerably. Other professions

included sewing, weaving, builders, cloth merchants, ship
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and boat builders, tanning, money changers, millers, and
paper makers who contributed markedly in spreading
sciences and knowledge at large. This particular profession
flourished during the Abbasid era, especially during Al-
Ma'Moun's rule. A special market was specified to practice
each profession or handicraft coping with its nature and
importance. The sources and references for this study
include books of history, geography, and Arabic language
lexicons.

Key Words: professions and handicrafts; Basra; Sixth

Century of Hijra; Islamic armies; Persia
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