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As-Sayyab'’s A Stranger by the Gulf: Themes and Meaning
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Sayywd Ameer Mohammed Al-Kizweeni
(God bless his spirit)

A Study in His Social & Reformative Role in

Basrah
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Assistant Lecturer Jafer Abdollah Jafer
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Abstract

Sayyed Ameer Mohammad Al-Kadimi Al-Kizweeni is
considered to be one of the most prominent clergymen in
Basrah during 1950s and 1960s. He had a prominent social
role and a remarkable socio-reformative movement inside
Basrah community. The present study seeks to shed light
on such a role for its benefits for present-day studies.

A number of factors helped him in his socio-reformative
task: his father had a very considerable religious and
scientific position in Basrah city. He himself had been a
reliable scholarauthorized by the top religious organization
(Hawza) In Nejef Al-Ashraf. Furthermore, Basrah itself hasan
intellectual and cultural position which gives it a ditinctive
character.

The most important features of Al-Kizweeni's social role
are the concepts and principles he called for through his
reformative role in Basrah, such as his efforts in the reforms
and stopping the sectarian conflicts in the nation and

treating simple problems, disclosing the religious attitude

AY IV I (318 - AVEVA LAY auy @ J1 atalt - J3¥1 ol - of 931 Akl
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towards some inherited traditions and conventions and
protecting Iraqi society generally and Basrah community in
partiular from Eastern and Western thoughts that invaded
the country at that time.

Al-Kizweeni believed that clergymen must keep in
touch with society and work inside the community with
all its components. So, he invented the mobile school
as an approach to call to Islam. He continued his reform
work until he left Basrah to Kuwait in 1971 because of the

harassment of the tyrant regime at that time.
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